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There was a unanimous demand that Sir Michael O'Dwyer,
Lt.-Governor of the Punjab, should be relieved of his immediate
duties as a member of the army commission. The demand was
also made for the recall of the Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford, "in
view of the fact that he had completely forfeited the confidence
of the people of this country."
A committee was soon appointed to devise the best method of
perpetuating the memory of the dead, to have a proper scheme of
trust prepared, and to collect subscriptions for that purpose, and it
was decided that the site known as Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar
should be acquired for the nation, and be used as a memorial to
perpetuate the memory of those who were killed or wounded during
the massacre.
True to his conviction, Gandhi moved a resolution blaming also
the people of the Punjab and Gujarat. "Real manliness consists in
not retaliating even when under a shower of bullets, to suffer evil
patiently and with the opposition of good. That is the spirit of real
heroes. That is why I want you to condemn the excess of mobs. I am
glad that I have been the instrument in exhorting you to do this deed
of penance, I warn you to appreciate the solemnity of the proposition.
The whole key to future work lies in your recognizing the eternal
truth underlying the resolution. Do not return madness with
madness; return madness with sanity."
Tilak was chivalrous enough not to interfere with the passing
of this resolution. But Gandhi had a thick wall of opposition to face
when he spoke on the reforms resolution.
During the session there was measuring of strength between the
rapidly vanishing old guard of politicians, whose ranks were by this
time reinforced by Mrs. Besant's accession to them, and the new
nationalists. The resolution on reforms placed before the Congress
session was Das' draft as approved by the Subjects Committee. Das
and Tilak were for obstruction and rejection. They wanted to
characterize the proposed reforms as "inadequate, unsatisfactory
and disappointing". Pandit Malaviya and Gandhi wanted to work
reforms on the basis of offering co-operation to the extent to which
Government co-operated with the people.
The resolution was actually moved by C. R. Das; Gandhi, who
proposed an amendment, which included deletion of the word
'disappointing1, said in his speech: